
Long Term Music Curriculum Plan 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

F1 

Vocab: 

See Y1 

below 

Learning to listen – 

listening games 

The Rhyme 

Challenge – 

singing familiar 

and new nursery 

rhymes 

Theme / seasonal 

related songs 

Introduction to 

percussion – start / 

stop / tempo 

Performing poetry 

to peers 

Listening with 

increased attention 

to wide variety of 

sounds 

Developing 

percussion skills - 

dynamics, tempo, 

pulse 

Introduction to 

performing to an 

audience F1 

Christmas ‘Sing-a-

Long’ 

Learning to listen 

(January intake) 

Responding to what is 

heard through words 

/ actions / mark 

making / creating 

Theme / seasonal 

related songs 

 

 

Singing the pitch of a 

tone + singing the 

melodic shape – 

familiar songs and 

rhymes 

 

Theme / seasonal 

related songs 

 

 

Creating own songs, 

or improvising a song 

around one they 

know 

Introduction to 

different genres of 

music linked to 

familiar stories, core 

books, festivals  

Theme / seasonal 

related songs 

 

 

Playing familiar 

instruments with 

increasing control 

and confidence with 

dynamics, tempo, 

pulse 

Theme / seasonal 

related songs 

 

Once taught skills are regularly revisited over the course of the year to develop confidence, independence and application  

F2 

Vocab: 

See Y1 

below 

 

Confidence 

building – 

singing familiar 

songs/nursery 

rhymes.  

Learning 

Autumn songs. 

Play instruments 

with increasing 

control: fast 

and slow, stop 

and go, loud 

and quietly. 

 

Practising turn-

taking and 

listening skills. 

Continue to play 

instruments with 

increasing 

control.  

Play instruments 

with increasing 

control: fast and 

slow, stop and go, 

loud and quietly. 

EYFS Christmas 

Performance 

Circle games, 

including using 

the 

parachute/lycra.  

Spring songs. 

Playing a variety 

of instruments, 

moving to the 

pattern of sound 

and music. 

 

 

Circle games, 

including using 

the 

parachute/lycra. 

Spring Songs. 

Playing a variety 

of instruments, 

moving to the 

pattern of sound 

and music. 

 

 

Sings in group or 

on their own, 

increasingly 

matching the 

pitch and 

following the 

melody. 

Playing instruments 

in time with the 

rhythm/tempo of 

different songs. 

Summer Songs. 

 

Listens attentively, 

move to and talk 

about music, 

expressing their 

feelings and 

responses. 

Playing instruments 

in time with the 

rhythm/tempo of 

different songs. 

Summer Songs. 

 



Year 1 

Based on 

MMC 

framework 

see below 

 

Charanga: My 

Musical 

Heartbeat 

Untuned 

percussion, 

pulse and 

voice

 

Charanga: 

Dance, Sing and 

Play 

 

KS1 production 

Charanga: 

Exploring Sounds 

Charanga: 

Learning to Listen 

 

Charanga: 

Having Fun with 

Improvisation 

Blown Away 

Recorder Book 1 

 

Charanga: Lets 

Perform Together 

Blown Away  

Recorder Book 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocab Pitch (high/low) 

Dynamics (loud/quiet), 

Timbre (different sounds from different instruments and voices) 

Tempo (slow/fast), Duration (long/short) 

Pulse (regular continuous beat) 

Rhythm (sounds/silences/beats in a bar). 

 

Improvise, rap, compose melody, perform, audience, imagination, verse, chorus 

Styles: Blue, Baroque, Latin, Irish Folk and Funk 

Instrument egs: Keyboard, trumpets, bass guitar, drums, decks, percussion, trumpets, saxophones 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year 2 

Based on 

MMC 

framework 

see below 

 

Charanga: 

Pulse, Rhythm, 

Pitch 

Charanga: 

Playing in an 

Orchestra 

 

KS1 Production 

 

Charanga: 

Inventing a 

Musical Story 

Charanga: 

Recognising 

Different Sounds 

 

Charanga: 

Exploring 

Improvisation 

 

Charanga: Our 

Big Concert 

 

Vocab Pitch (high/low) 

Changes in Dynamics (loud/quiet) 

Timbre (different sounds created by hitting, blowing, plucking, bowing, through digital technology) 

Tempo (slow/fast) 

Duration (long/short) 

Difference between Pulse and Rhythm (Pulse - regular continuous beat and Rhythm - sounds/silences/beats in a bar). 

Ostinato (repeated pattern) 

Graphic Score (visual representation of sound) 

 

Improvise, rap, compose melody, perform, audience, imagination, verse, chorus. 

Styles: Blue, Baroque, Latin, Irish Folk, Reggae and Funk 

Instrument egs: Keyboard, synthesizer, trumpets, bass guitar, drums, decks, percussion, trumpets, saxophones 
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Year 3 

Based on 

MMC 

Framework 

see below 

 

Charanga: 

Writing Down 

Music 

 

Charanga: 

Playing in a Band 

 

Charanga: 

Compose using 

your imagination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charanga: 

More Musical 

Styles 

 

Charanga: 

Enjoying Musical 

Improvisation 

 

Charanga: 

Opening Night 

 

Vocab Pitch (high/low) 

Changes in Dynamics (loud/quiet) 

Timbre (different sounds created by hitting, blowing, plucking, bowing, through digital technology) 

Tempo (slow/fast) 

Duration (long/short) 

Difference between Pulse and Rhythm (Pulse - regular continuous beat and Rhythm - sounds/silences/beats in a bar). 

Ostinato (repeated pattern) 

Graphic Score (visual representation of sound) 

 

Start learning about basic music theory:  Staves, Lines and spaces, Clefs, Crotchet, Minims, Paired quavers. 

Identify if a song is major or minor. 
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Year 4 and 

5 

Weekly 

brass and 

woodwind 

sessions all 

year  - see 

Progression 

Framework 

below 

Nottingham 

Music Service 

tuition 

 

 

 

Nottingham 

Music Service 

tuition 

Nottingham 

Music Service 

tuition 

  

Nottingham 

Music Service 

tuition 

 

Nottingham 

Music Service 

tuition 

 

Nottingham 

Music Service 

tuition 

 

Vocab Pitch (high/low) 

Changes in Dynamics (loud/quiet) 

Timbre (different sounds created by hitting, blowing, plucking, bowing, through digital technology) 

Tempo (slow/fast) 

Duration (notes lasting for different numbers of beats – sleep (4), stride (2), walk (1), running (1/2) 

Rests of one beat (shh) or more, or whole bars 

Difference between Pulse and Rhythm (Pulse - regular continuous beat and Rhythm - sounds/silences/beats in a 

bar). 

Ostinato (repeated pattern) 

Graphic Score (visual representation of sound) 

 

Improvise, rap, compose melody, perform, audience, imagination, riff 

Styles: Blues, Baroque, Latin, Irish Folk, Reggae, Jazz, Big Band, Funk and other world music 

Instrument egs: Keyboard, synthesizer, trumpets, bass/acoustic guitar, drums, decks, percussion, trumpets, 

saxophones 

 

 

  



 

Year 6 have the opportunity to continue with follow lessons in woodwind and brass 

 

Year 6 

 

Charanga: 

Instruments 

Glockenspiel 

Charanga: 

Instruments 

Djembe Drums 

 

Charanga: 

Instruments 

Recorders 

 

Charanga: 

Instruments 

Recorders 

 

Charanga:   

Instruments 

Djembe Drums 

 

Charanga:  

YuStudio 

composing, 

arranging and 

mixing 

compositions on 

computers. 

Vocab Style indicators, melody, compose, improvise, cover, pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture, 

structure, dimensions of music, Neo Soul, producer, groove, Motown, hook, riff, solo.  Blues, jazz, hip hop, 

improvise/improvisation, by ear, melody, ostinato, phrases, unison, Urban Gospel, civil rights, gender, equality unison, 

harmony. 
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Events and Opportunities 

 

 

F1 F2  

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 

• Woodland area music zone 

• Exploring sound/instruments 

• Daily singing  

•  

 

Y1 Y2 Y3 

• Introduce recorder in music sessions 

- summer 

• Daily singing 

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 

• Learn to play recorder – discreet 

sessions early Autumn 

• Daily singing  

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 

• Brush up recorder sessions – early 

Autumn 

• Daily singing  

• Choir – optional 

• Music Showcase assembly 

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 

 

 

Y4 Y5 Y6 

• Daily singing 

• Choir (optional) 

• Music Showcase assembly 

• Guitar (paid for by parents – 

optional) 

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 
 

 

• Daily singing 

• Choir (optional) 

• Music Showcase assembly 

• Area Band (optional) 

• Guitar (paid for by parents – 

optional) 

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 
 

• Daily singing 

• Choir (optional)  

• Music Showcase assembly 

• Area Band (optional) 

• Guitar (paid for by parents – 

optional) 

• Music Appreciation – Whole school 

focus on composer 
 



 

Events for Early Years: Sharing Poetry and Christmas Sing Along to audience of children and parents 

Events for KS1: Christmas Sing Along/Story based to audience of children and parents 

Events for KS2: Christmas Carol service at St Jude’s church, Christmas in the City, Great Orchestra Experiment, Summer Sing, Music 

Camp, WH Summer Music Celebration Showcase Assembly. 

 

 

 

  



 

Highlighting has been used across the framework to show how some resources link to specific concepts or expected standards   



 

 

  



 

  



  



  



  



 

  



 



  



 


